From Cambridge Police, August 2017
Shed Security
Many people underestimate the value of the items they store in their sheds.
Unfortunately criminals are fully aware of the value of the goods that some people do
store in vulnerable places. The following advice can help to keep your property secure
and reduce the chance of you becoming a victim of crime.
Whilst a shed is not designed to withstand any form of determined attack, there are
some simple measures you can take to make them more secure. Position your garden
shed as near to your house as possible so that it is clearly visible from your home.
Consider painting your house number and postcode onto your valuable gardening
equipment (e.g. lawnmower, strimmer and tools). This makes them much less
attractive to potential thieves as it makes them more difficult to sell on, and also
increases the chances of the property being recovered and returned to its rightful
owner if it is stolen.
Avoid storing valuable items such as power tools, fishing tackle or golf clubs in a
shed. These items should be stored inside your home or a secure garage.
If you have been working in your garden ensure that you lock away tools such as
spades or forks when you’re finished. Tools left out overnight could be used by an
intruder to gain access to your property.
If you don’t intend to use the windows in your shed you can make them secure by
screwing them shut or fitting window locks. Hanging old curtain or netting up against
the window will prevent any prying eyes from seeing what is stored in your shed.
Locks and Bolts
The most effective way to secure shed doors is to fit a strong hasp and staple (also
called a ‘padbar’). Secure this with coach bolts (long bolts with a smooth head that
cannot be undone with a screwdriver or spanner) and lock the hasp over the staple
with a closed shackled padlock.
You can further protect your shed with items such as ‘shed bars’ and larger items such
as cycles can be secured to shed shackles. These and other approved products can be
found at www.soldsecure.com or www.securedbydesign.com.
Secure the shed door hinges with ‘clutch head’ or ‘coffin’ screws. These are a special
type of screw that once fitted can only be unscrewed with a special tool. They can be
purchased from DIY outlets and on the internet

Police News
After routine patrols a Police unit spotted a suspicious vehicle parked on the M11.
After speaking the driver and passengers it became clear that they were all under in
the influence of a substance due to their behaviour and items found in the car. All
occupants were arrested.
This month a member of the public called our control room and reported a drink
driver in the local area. PCSOs located the vehicle and followed the car. After
assessing the driving a PC was called to assist and the driver was arrested after

blowing way over the limit on a breathalyser. Thank you for this call and any more
are appreciated.
Ant-Social Behaviour
We are receiving several reports of ASB at the new car park on the High Street,
Melbourn. Vehicles with groups of youths are often seen congregating. On some
occasions the people inside are just socialising. On other occasions we have seen
wheel spinning, handbrake turns and loud music being played. This has all been
captured on CCTV and on a vehicle has been seized after an offence was witnessed
by us. Offenders are coming from the surrounding villages of Melbourn.

